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In addition to the above system of licenses granted by major ports ; local
ports gave licenses for operating small craft - tugs, motor-sailing zhips,
fishing toats, usually under 200 tons, There vere four such licensges:

to operate craft of 20, 50, 100, -and 200 tons. Some of the licerses indi-
cated that the helder could operate tugs. Thip included ocean-going tugs,
A tug wus called a "bukgir" or "buksirni kater." A launzh waz called s
"kater."

-2-

Engineeriug officers in the Soviet merchant marine bhad a similar sva of
licenses, but their licenses were divided by horsepower,

the main difference between Soviet and US merchunt marine officers was that
in the USSR all navigation officer (5turman) graduates from a merchant
marine fechnicum passed a flnal examination equivalent to that of 3 master
of an ocean-going vessel in the US. However, in the US, unless one 11 a
merchant, marine academy graduste, one takes & far more limited examination
in order ¢o obtain, for example, & third mete's papers,

In regard to ranks (dolzhnosti,) on sea-going veasels of the Soviet mer-

chant marine, the highest rank vag that of captain (kapitan)., He wore

four gold stripes, with a red pennant-shaped cloth patch (vimpel) above

the stripes. There was 8 80ld hammer. and gickle insignia on the patch.

Officers of the Sovi : ore.a similar patch, but with a gold star

ineignia, At presen 8oviet merchant merine officers wesr shoulder

boards rather than stripes on. their sleeves. The first mate {atarant

pamoshnik kepitans} wore three stripes. The second mate {vtorot pamoehnik)

had two stripes and third mate (trets pemoshnik), one stripe., Om large

freight or passenger ships, fourth snd fifth mates might be carried, They

#lso wore one stripe. Continuing with the deck department, ranks under

that of officer were: boatswein (botsman), able bodied ‘seaman . AB (matroe

pervovo klase, or rulevoi, ie helmsman), and ordinary seamsn (matros

vtorovo klasa). Tankers carried "donkeraen”, who were in charge of the i
Cargo pumps. Bhips Alsc had eteweras {Vufetchiki), nonks {povor1), and ;
cebla cleaners {uborsheki).

Large vessels, and all ships traveling in foreign vaters, carried a
Political officer. Ne was called a "pompolit" (pamoshuik kapitana po
politicheskol chasti). He wore three stripes. When and if he went
aghore in a foreign port, he dressed in civilian clothes wnd vould unot
b2 listed as a "pompolit,” but as something else, such as a seaman,
Doctors vere carried on passenger ships and eiso bad three stripes,
Both the redic operator (radist) and the electro-mechanic, although not
officers, ate with the shin's s22ics7s,

Iz ths euginsering department, officers' Tenks were: chiesf ecginmer, or
senicr mschanic (starshi mekhanik), s three-striper; sccond mechanic
(vtoroi mekhanik), two stripes; third mechanic (trett mekhanik), one
stripe; and fourth mechanie {chetverty mekhanik), aleo one stripe,

Below the rank of officer, there were: first class aschinists {machinisti
pervovo klasa) on stesmships (perakhodi) or first class motormen {motorist:
pervovo klasa) on motor ships (teplokhodi 5 8180 second clase machinists
or motormen; and; on steamahips, firemesn firss cless aad seccnd class
(kachegari pervovo klass i vtorovo kilcsa),

A "proforg™ (union representative) wes tc be found on a ehir., Ne was
usually a seilor or machinist chosen by the crew to represent the geamen’s
union (8oyut Morekov), which included the officers. Actually, a "proforg"
had very fev functions after 1932. The “komsorg" was the secretacy of the
Komsomol cell on the ship. He was chogen by Kamsomol members among the
crev and had fairly 1itile to do.

The duties of deck officers, in addition to navigation, were: first mate -
edminigiration and supply; second mate - cargo; third mate - bockkeeper,
cashier, office matters, care of navigaticnal equipment {including charts
and books), and in charge of the signal post (flegs and blinkers),
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In regard to pay of Soviet merchant marine personnel as of June 194,
there were gix or gev upon the tonnage of tae
ship. All types of merchant marine
vessels - passenger, freight, and tanker - were included in these cate-
gorles. The pay was the same for 8ll fleets of the merchant marine,

The following teble indicates typical, approximate (within 100 rubles)
monthly pey in rubles, depending upon rank and ship ionnage:

Motor-8ais {cargo)
Schooner of 200 tons

600
450
375

Tanker of
7500 tons

Cargo Vessel of
3500 tons

800
650
550
430

1100
o]
700
600
450
280

C-ptain
Cuield Mate
Second Mate
Third Mete
Pourth Mate

AB 200

260
Each shipping edminiatration (parakhodstvo), such ag Sovtanker or the

Black Sea Shipping Administration (UChP - Upravleniye Chernomorskovo
Parekhodstvo), gave %0 a ship'es capiain 50 rubles per month for each

member of the crew, in order to purchase food.. Meals were not too good,

a8 90 rubles was an inadequate sum., As a result, crev members at times

added their own money to this fund. The crew.chose a food ‘buyer (artelshik),
usually a sailor or machinist, vhose duty it was to g0 to. a wholeeale food
store in the harbor area and make purchases for the whole ship. The stores
vere called water transport cooperatives (vodno transportnii kooperativi).
Their prices were not lower than elsevhere, but there was a wider choice

of food products. .

On Soviet ships sailing foreign waters, crev members have 25% of their
vages paid in foreign currency while in foreipgn waters, =nd recoive

300 rubles per month for food while in home waters, instesd of O,
applies@ as it A1d in 19%1. Therefore, s&ilcEs on these ves-
sels are better clothed and better fed tban the averege mariner, Rubles
vhich could be exchanged for foreign currency were mot the uazual paper
Tubles, but were Torgsin coupons (Torgsin kuponi). Torgsin (Trade Bynditate,
UBBR - Torgovi S8indikat, 888SR) wes an orgsnization which 80ld merchandise
and got people to turn in gold for coupons. A Torgein coupon vas worth.
50 normal rubles on the black market, which flourished quite openly around
the Torgsin stores. Thersfore, a sailor returning from foreign duty with
his coupous could mike & sizeable profit and was, in effect, very well

nrle ¢¢

paid,

£
This

Persornel of the Scviet merchant marine had to buy their own uniforms.
Eowvever, prices were only about ona-hal? the usual cost and one could Loy
gradually. The uniforms were sold by the various shipping adminiztra’icns.
In 1541, sailors 414 not wear uniforms.except on vessels of two fleets:

the Caspian (paosenger) aud Sochi (resort ships). all safiors
wear uniforms.

in regard to leave for officers and sailors of tbe Soviet merchant

marine, two weeks per yesr vas the vacation period. The longer ¢z2 was iz
the service, the more leave one received, up to three or four weaka.
Sunday wes considered & rest day end if s marioer worked that aRy, as he
would if the vessnl were at ses, he would be given extra leave or extra
Pay in port.

-end-
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